A Friendly School

Joan and her mother walked into the school. It
was Joan's first day. She was holding on to her
mother's hand.

"I don't want to go to this school," Joan said.
"All my friends are in the other school."

"You will have friends here, too," said her
mother. "Making new friends is part of growing
up. Just talk with some of the children here."

"I don't want to talk to them. I want to go
home," Joan cried.

"I know it's all new and strange to you, Joan,"
said her mother. "But going to school is one thing
children should do."

They went to Joan's room. The teacher came
up to them, smiling. Joan's mother spoke to the
teacher and then went home.

Joan was alone with her new teacher.
"What do you like to be called?" the teacher
asked.

"Just Joan."

"I guess it is a little hard for you to come to a
new school, Joan," the teacher said. "Children feel
that way when they come to a new school."
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